
Why We Serve: A Courageous Korean 
His father didn’t make much money and his mother had to work full time at a pig farm to make ends 
meet. So at a young age my Korean friend developed a strong desire to make a lot of 
money. He determined that learning English would improve his job prospects, so he enrolled in an 
English program run by a mission agency.


As Christians, we do a lot to try to meet people’s practical needs. One escapee from North Korea 
was told to look for a building with a cross once he got into China, and those people would help him 
get to South Korea. He was afraid that if he didn’t become a Christian, he wouldn't get help to 
escape. Likewise, my friend wanted help, but didn’t want the Gospel. Thankfully, the 
pressure he felt to believe came from the Spirit, not the program.	 	 	 (CONTINUED BELOW)


No one forced him to believe, even though he knew that they wanted him to be a Christian. God 
worked in his life and he became overwhelmed with what Christ did on the cross. His desire for the 
money that English could bring faded as his love of the Lord increased. He studied the 
Bible in the United States and is now a missionary with that same agency, living for many years 
much more like his parents than the wealthy man he once desired to be. Embarking on a journey of 
faith, he moved away from cultural pressures of South Korean life toward freedom and joy in Christ.


(CONTINUED ON BACK) 
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Elsbeth taught the 4 and 5 year olds at Vacation Bible School at Franklin Road Baptist Church and the 3 and 4 year olds at 
our sending church, Ralph Avenue Baptist Church. Jeremy was also able to help out by leading the song time at Ralph 

Avenue. VBS is a wonderful way to get kids in the community involved, while also exposing them to the Gospel.



(STORY CONTINUED) 
Korea is sometimes called the Jerusalem of Asia. Chances are, if you run into a Korean in America, 
they will be a Christian, possibly even studying for the ministry, like my friend. However, if Korea 
is Jerusalem, it is still in its rebellious years. There are 133 countries (out of 196 in the 
world) that have a higher percentage of people claiming to be Christians (Catholic/Protestant/
Orthodox/Other). North Korea is in the bottom dozen, while the United States is 91, China 171, 
Japan 173, Iran 187, and Somalia is 196.


The deepest discipleship takes place in one’s native tongue. So are American missionaries 
still needed in Korea? When I met Jang Sung Nam (“Jack”), the friend in this story, he 
introduced me to the ministry that changed his life, Word of Life. Jack knew the impact that an 
American could have, even short term. "An American missionary changed my life… Now I’m working 
with my people.” Greater than that, the Lord transformed his life. Jack and I now have the privilege 
of being teammates and the tagline at the end of all of his emails also sums up my answer to the 
question, "Because Jesus was willing to die for us, we gladly serve together.” 

Our last big trip rounded out by taking us through NC, GA, MS, TN, and KY. We were able to share in two churches, 
connect with new supporters, and be around so many people who share our deep love of the Lord. We have met so 

many people who have made dramatic lifestyle and financial sacrifices for the sake of the Gospel.

We just need 23 more 
churches or individuals on our 
monthly financial support team 

to be at 100%. That is like 3 
minivans full of people, or one 
minibus! We are currently at 
58%. Be a part of changing 
more lives in South Korea!
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